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Blueprint for a  
solar thermal ordinance  

The purpose of this handbook is to provide step-by-step 
practical advice to those responsible in local government for the 
development and introduction of solar thermal ordinances. As 
well as guidelines it also includes case studies and best 
practices. 
 
Based on the experience of the five localities which 
implemented a STO, this practical document is divided in five 
chapters: 
 

Chapter 1:  
A STO in your Community  

Background information on 
STOs and how to present  
a case in a positive light.  
An explanation of the 
procedures to follow for 
developping a STO 

 

Chapter 2:  
Getting the STO started  

Examination of the initial 
evalution process and the 
STOós potential 
Arguments to sway 
stakeholders and decision 
makers 

 

Chapter 3: Drafting the STO  
Key elements for drafting an effective STO 

 

Chapter 4: Flanking the STO  
Recommendations for flanking measures to boost the STOôs 
impact 

 

Chapter 5: Monitoring and Evaluation  
Approach for STO implementation monitoring and evaluation 

 
All these follow the same format, i.e. : Introduction of the topic, 
valuable advice from experts, references relating to the topic  
and practical examples from the local ProSTO parntners and  
others in Europe. 
 
This STO Developer's Blueprint should contributes significantly 
to the successful implementation of STOs in communities 
throughout Europe 
 
To help promote solar thermal ordinances in Europe, the   
ProSTO  Developerôs blueprint is now available at 
www.solarordinances.eu.  
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NEWS FROM PARTNERS 

SPAIN:  
The City Council of 
Murcia runs an 
innovative register of 

solar thermal systems  

 
The City Council of Murcia, in 
the framework of its Local 
Strategy against Climate 
Change, boosts energy 
efficiency and supports 
renewable energy and has 
created a register of the solar 
thermal systems installed in 
the City, as a new step to 
secure its proper 
implementation, 

  
This register will include new 
installed systems and already 
existing ones in public or 
private buildings and 
facilities. The aim of this 
register is to monitor the 
implementation of the solar 
thermal local obligation that 
came into force in October 
2008. 

 
The department of 
Environment has designed a 
template in which builders 
who include solar thermal 
systems for production of hot 
water will provide some data 
to characterize the system, 
especially the foreseen 
energy savings. The 
submission of this sheet will 
be an administrative 
requirement for obtaining the 
license to sell the building.  

 
ALEM, the Local Energy 
Agency and Climate Change 
of Murcia, as advisor of the 
City Council of Murcia in the 
fields of renewable energy 
and energy efficiency, has 
actively supported the 
municipality from the 
beginning of the Project.  
 
The register of facilities was 
set up in compliance with the 

Article 11 of the solar thermal obligation of Murcia, that was 
published on 29th September 2008. In this article it is 
established that the Municipality will create a register of the 
systems regulated by this ordinance, showing the achieved 
environmental benefits, and monitoring the effects of its 
implementation. 
 
As a flanking measure for this 
ordinance, the City Council of 
Murcia organized a training 
course for its own technicians 
in 2009. The aim of this 
course was the optimization 
of the calculation and design 
of this systems, having some 
feedback from the experience 
of designers and 
maintenance staff.   
 
The City Council will perform 
a check of the performance 
of 20 already existing private-
owned systems. Checking 
the design, integration, 
maintenance, opinion of 
users, and possible technical 
problems with pressure due 
to high temperatures in 
summer. The results of this 
action will be shown during a workshop in Murcia next Autumn. 
 
All the above related actions will be integrated within the 
monitoring of the energy plan of the city of Murcia in the 
chapter/target of renewable energy, in the framework of the 
Covenant of Mayors in which Murcia is working.  

Murcia City Council is developing the PRO -EE project : 

"Promoting energy efficiency in public hiring."  

 
As part of the project, some technical workshops and Training 
courses took place in Murcia on 27 and 28 April. 
 
To view the detailed programme, please click here 
 
 

file:///O:/ESTIF/ESTIF%20Projects/4%20Running/ProSTO/Newsletter/200903/www.solarordinances.eu%20
http://www.ecoinstitut.es/PROEE/Curso_formacion_PROEE_%20Murcia.pdf
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ProSTO at Dunkerque 2010, 19 - 21 May  
6th European conference on sustainable cities and towns  
 

The Dunkerque 2010 conference will explore how local sustainability can meet 
the current economic, social and climate challenges and its implementation at 
the European level under the actual financial and political frameworks.  
 
After the successful conferences in Aalborg 1994, Lisbon 1996, Hanover 2000, 
Aalborg 2004 and Sevilla 2007, more than 1500 local government leaders from 
all over Europe as well as representatives from European and national networks 
of local governments, European institutions and NGOs are expected to take part 
in the largest European conference dedicated to local sustainable development.  
 

The ProSTO project will be presented within the framework of the òAgoraò ,on 
Thursday 20 May, 11.00-11.30  More details about the Agora programme  

On 15 April 2010 a ProSTO Workshop ñSolar thermal 
ordinances: making a commitment to local sustainable 
energyò took place in Sofia (Bulgaria) within the framework 
of the 6th International Congress on Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy Sources for South -East Europe.  
 

It included the following presentations: 
 

The National Renewable Energy Action Plans: what is in for 
solar thermal energy? 
C®lia Galeotti, ESTIF, Belgium 

How to support local administrations on the way towards 
solar building codes 
Riccardo Battisti, Ambiente Italia, Italy 

Solar thermal market in Bulgaria 
Ivanka Pandelieva, Sofia Energy Centre, Bulgaria 

new local solar ordinance in Murcia 
Fernando Sanchez Lara, City of Murcia, Spain 

NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS..

The EU Sustainable Energy Week 22 -26 March 2010:  

The time is ripe to shape our energy future - take a week to change tomorrow  

During the fourth edition of EUSEW (22 - 26 March 2010), more than 300 events were organized 
in Brussels and across Europe by over 300 partners (involving local, regional and national 
authorities, industry, energy agencies, associations and NGOs), in association with the EACI and 
DG TREN.    
 
The range of issues covered included: energy efficient housing and lighting, renewable energy 
solutions (e.g. biomass, solar, and wind energy), reductions of greenhouse emissions, and 
sustainable energy for transport.   The campaign provides excellent opportunities to raise public 
awareness and convey useful information and knowledge on sustainable developments. 

ProSTO presentation 
accepted for E UROSUN2010, 
28 September to 1 October 
in Graz, Austria  
 
Manuel Jo«o Lopes Prates 
from Portuguese partner 
INETI (nstituto Nacional de 
Engenharia, Tecnologia e 
Inova­«o ) will be presenting 
a paper on ñan Integrated 
DSM package associated to 
a Solar Thermal Obligation. 
The ProSTO EU project and 
the Portuguese Experienceò. 

file:///O:/ESTIF/ESTIF%20Projects/4%20Running/ProSTO/Newsletter/200903/www.solarordinances.eu%20
http://www.dunkerque2010.org/en/programme/agora/index.html
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Available for download in:  

English  

Italian  

Portuguese  

Spanish  and 

Romanian  

New ProSTO leaflet  
NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS..

ESTIF and Solarthermalworld.org launch website to 

support the NREAPsô drafting 

The clock is ticking: the European CommissionËs RES 
Directive stipulates that all member countries must draft 
their National Renewable Energy Action Plans (NREAP) 
before the end of June this year. According to the RES 
directive, these plans must set out national targets for the 
share of energy from renewable sources consumed in 
2020 in transport, electricity as well as heating and 
cooling and include measures to meet these targets . As 
far as heating and cooling is concerned, it is the first time 
that this technology is explicitly covered by a Directive 
promoting renewable energies.  

 

To support national associations as well as government bodies across all member states, the 
European Solar Thermal Industry Federation (ESTIF) has created an online support tool in 
cooperation with the international web portal www.solarthermalworld.org. You can view the 
subpage by clicking on the banner ñ20 % renewable energy by 2020 ï How to achieve this 
ambitious target?ò. What does the RES 2020 subpage offers:  

 

The RES directive schedule as well as the NREAP template.  
Reports from selected member states dealing with their individual NREAP drafting process 
from the solar thermal sector viewpoint (Status of NREAPs):  
Best practice examples for the implementation measures: Training & Education, financial 
incentive schemes, building codes  and information and awareness raising.  

 
Solarthermalworld.org is a global knowledge-based web portal 
for solar thermal professionals, officially launched at the 
beginning of 2009. Managed by the International Copper 
Association, the website is a knowledge management system, 
offering the latest news and background information on the 
development of the international solar thermal sector. By sharing 
first class examples from around the world, the website aims to 
boost successful market growth in the solar thermal sector. 

file:///O:/ESTIF/ESTIF%20Projects/4%20Running/ProSTO/Newsletter/200903/www.solarordinances.eu%20
http://www.solarordinances.eu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=beGNmvb5su4%3d&tabid=403
http://www.solarordinances.eu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=wtu8zRyYHu0%3d&tabid=403
http://www.solarordinances.eu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ZFbuKDpZOq0%3d&tabid=403
http://www.solarordinances.eu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GP%2fVJukaXWU%3d&tabid=403

